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Chairman’s Report, by Tony Treadwell 
May I wish you all a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year.  As some of 
our new housing developments have reached completion we would also like to 
extend a warm welcome to all new residents in the village, and hope that you 
are settling in well.  A reminder that you can find out more about the village at 
austrey.wixsite.com/apcwebsite.  There are also several facebook pages 
run by village organisations so, if you are a facebook user, try typing ‘Austrey’ 
into the search-box and see what you can find. 

The January Planning Committee meeting, which considered the proposed 
Gypsy and Traveller site on land South of Flavel Farm Bungalow, has taken 
place.  The decision on the application has been deferred for one month so 
that additional information can be obtained.  With the support of the village the 
Parish Council are objecting to this application.  For NWBC updates on the site 
visit www.northwarks.gov.uk/planning and carry out a planning application 
search for PAP/2017/0519. 

On a brighter note the switching on of the 
Christmas lights was a great success.  The 
children walked down from the school singing 
carols and were warmly received. Santa arrived 
to a rapturous welcome and switched on the 
lights to a loud countdown. He then proceeded 
to meet and greet the numerous children, well-
armed with a large bag of assorted sweets. The 
children loved him, going on the number of hugs 
and handshakes he received.  The school 
children then went through their repertoire of 
carols ably supported by their teachers. The 
adults obviously enjoyed themselves, going 

through 16 
bottles of 
mulled wine 
and several 
dozen mince pies! 

Thanks must go to Ellen Beatty and her 
friends for the refreshments, and Bob (who 
lives on the corner of St Nicholas) who let 
Santa use his drive for the meet and greet 
with the children.  Also to Lee Kilkenny for 
organising his staff and the children, for the 
carols. Richard Mills for the technical side of 
the lights switch on. Miss Olivia Mills who at 
10 years old baked a tray full of mince pies 
and lemon curd tarts all on her own (they 
only lasted seconds before being devoured).  
And finally to Santa who made the whole 
evening.  Of course it wouldn’t be the same 
without YOU, so thank you to all villagers 
who attended a fantastic evening and we 
hope to see you, and many more residents, 
next Christmas! 

Details of M42 roadworks in February and March 
The M42 Northbound and Southbound between Junction 10 and 11 is 
currently undergoing carriageway resurfacing which began in January and is 
due to end on 26 March.  Hours of work: 21:00 to 06:00.  All works are being 
carried out under full carriageway closure between J10 and J11. Both 
directions won’t be closed at the same time.  The diversion routes are: 

Northbound Closure 
· At M42 junction 10 take the exit to A5 eastbound, Watling Street 
· Continue along A5 eastwards to its junction with A444, Atherstone Road 
· Take the exit to A444 northbound and continue to M42 junction 11 

Southbound Closure 
· At M42 junction 11 take the exit to A444 southbound, Burton Road/
Atherstone Road 
· Continue along A444 southwards to its junction with A5, Watling Street 
· Take the A5 westbound and continue to M42 junction 10 

The run up to Christmas and the start of 2018 was a hectic time for all 
associated with the Village Hall.  We kicked off the 'holidays' by providing hot 
drinks at the Village Bonfire, not the most glamorous or exciting aspect of the 
night but our many customers appreciated a bit of warmth (especially those 
indulging in a hot chocolate with all the trimmings) and we welcomed the 
modest (£58) addition to our funds. 

On the 25 of November we hosted the Mercian Choir who provided an 
evening of song and humour.  The bar and cold buffet were very well received 
as was the choir’s varied and highly entertaining programme.  The hall was 
full, the atmosphere was relaxed, and we understand from the feedback  that 
both the audience and the choir had a rewarding and enjoyable evening. 

In January we hold our Dickensian Feast, all who attend are "guaranteed" 
enjoyment or so the poster I have just produced promises. Publication 
deadlines oblige me to write this in December. However, with the prospect of 
a multi-course feast of 'Old English' catering, an amply stocked bar and 
costumed retainers to provide entertainment how can it not be enjoyable? If 
you purchased a ticket then you, dear reader, will have been the judge of our 
success. If you didn't purchase a ticket (shame on you!) then you will simply 
have to believe my optimistic prattling and accept that a Good Night was 
indeed had by all.    

Speaking of good nights, the next 
thing on the horizon is our annual 
Skittles (beer & skittles?) night which 
we hope to hold in June.  Aimed at 
families as well as our older regulars, 
this is a night for skittle-virgins as 
well as dead-eyed dicks and includes 
our famous hot pork supper - look out 
for the publicity and bag a ticket(s) 
whilst they are available, this is 
usually a sell out event! 

Got an event?  Ring Ann on 01872 830 332 to book the Village Hall 

Hot Chocolate, Cool Choirs and Vintage Catering 

Photo credit  Mark Plant 

Not to be missed!  René, Edith and 
company will be here to entertain you 
at  Café René (Austrey village hall) on  
Friday March 23rd and Saturday  
24th March  

Tickets will be £15 per person, which 
includes a four course meal and 
entertainment between courses.  
There will also be a bar 

Tickets are available from the start of February via our ticket masters Joan 
Ainscow  on 01827 830658 or Janet Morrison on 01827 830488.  As there 
are only 50 tickets available each night so don't delay; this is always a very 
popular event. Fancy dress optional, berets a must! 

If you're not fond of laughter it is unadvisable to attend this event!  We look 
forward to your company.                                          

Au revoir — Chris Minett 

Another successful year for the club has just 
ended. We have managed to shoot outdoors on 
most days, despite some bad weather, which 
suggests that enthusiasm for our sport toughens 
us up! Although a few members have left the 
area, they have been replaced by new ones, who 
joined following our successful programme of 
training courses run by our skilled trainers. As a result the club is growing 
steadily, we are investing in new equipment, and we are becoming an 
immensely social group. 

Shooting has now recommenced after the Christmas break, but members are 
looking forward to their annual Skittles Evening – a few non-too-serious 
games, with fish and chips delivered to the door at the interval. 

We welcome new members of all ages and physical abilities so, if you might 
be interested, contact austreyarcherygroup@hotmail.co.uk. We will be 
delighted to hear from you and tell you more about us. 

Carolling at the Bird 

Villagers, friends & family of all ages gathered at the stone cross outside the 
Bird In Hand for the second consecutive year for a Christmas sing-song. 

Everything from Silent Night, through Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer to 
Santa Baby was belted out with cheer & enthusiasm on the evening of 
Christmas Eve, to mark the festive period.  With a drink in one hand, a mince 
pie in the other & a warm feeling inside, the get-together was enjoyed by all 
who attended.  We very much hope that this will now be an annual event.   

Coffee and Chat Mornings 

The December Buffet Lunch was very well supported. Mulled wine, mince 
pies and a super lunch was enjoyed by all, followed by a quiz.  A raffle raised 
£135. The money will be sent to The Samaritans and Breast care UK.  
Thank you to all who supported this event.  

Unless otherwise advertised ‘Coffee and Chat’ is run by the WI on the last 
Tuesday of each month, from 10 till 12 midday at the village hall.  All are 
welcome and we look forward to seeing you. 



Keeping Active and Busy with the Scouts 
We’ve had another action-packed 
term at Austrey and Warton Scout 
troop. 

Our Beaver colony may be quite 
small but it is certainly very busy. 
They now cross over with the Cub 
pack for part of the meeting which 
enables them to be more confident 
when moving up the sections as well 
as being able to participate in older 
skills and challenges which they 
have all thoroughly enjoyed doing. They became astronauts, cooks, local 
adventurers and completed lots of challenges to be creative. They also had 
fun celebrating different traditions and becoming good team members. Their 
challenge this term is to travel round the world! 

The Cub pack became Bakers, Computer 
Researchers, Crafters, Outdoor Explorers, 
Athletes and Home Helpers during the last 
term. Along the way they completed 
challenges to be good Team Leaders, to 
understand world religions as well as being 
good citizens. This term they will also be 
travelling around the world to new countries 
where they will learn to identify different 
cultures, and where our food comes from. 
They are also looking forward to cooking and 
growing food from around the world. 

This term the Scout patrol have 
been working really hard on their 
challenge badges. This involved 
completing orienteering around 
Pooley Park in Polesworth as 
well as Market Bosworth Park 
(on the hottest day in the 
summer!).  

We took advantage of the good 
weather to complete several 
hikes around the neighbouring 
villages as well as having fun 
building stick bridges over the 
huge puddles on Salt Street with 
only a few of them getting wet 
feet which is always good. 

Scouts also worked on the Adventure Challenge which included them 
participating in a Scuba taster session courtesy of Aquasport in Solihull which, 
according to the young people, was one of the best activities we have ever 
done. This all culminated in a very successful winter camp held in Hopwas 
where the Scouts not only organised and planned the food but also cooked it 
and washed it up. Rumour has it the food was really quite edible too… 

If your young person is interested in coming and joining in the fun, Beavers 
start from age 5 

3
/4 and our Scouts move on to Explorers at 14 

1
/2 years of age 

and there’s a mixture of boys and girls in every troop. We meet at Austrey 
School on a Monday evening and there’s always room for another one.  

Please contact Fiona on 07939 114360. 

Come and Celebrate the  
Risen Saviour this Easter at  

Austrey Baptist Church 

Palm Sunday 25 March at 10.45am 

Good Friday 30 March at 3.30pm 

Easter Sunday 1 April T 10.45am 

Communion available on both  
Good Friday and Easter Sunday for 
those who have made Jesus their 
Lord and Saviour.  You can be sure 
of a warm welcome. 

All enquiries to the secretary,  
Anita Allsopp, on 830 086. The ROMEO (retired old men eating 

out) luncheon club was formed three 
years ago and would welcome new 
members. 

ARE YOU ? 

Of a so called Senior age. 

DO YOU ? 

Enjoy a pint and a natter at a local 
hostelry.  Like the idea of an 
occasional outside visit (we have 
visited the RAF museum at Cosford, 
The Air and Space museum at 
Leicester and Donnington Park 
motor museum) 

WHY NOT give us a trial ?  
No obligation and you will find us a 
friendly bunch. 

We meet monthly and the next 
meeting is on 23rd February at the 
APPLEBY INN at 12.30.  Thereafter 
last Friday of each month. 

Contact John Daley 33 Warton 
Lane on  01827 830 538.  Just come 
along or preferably give him a ring. 

Austrey WI meets 
at the Village Hall 
at 7.30 pm on the 
2nd Thursday in 
the month. If you 
are interested in 
coming to have a 
look at us, hopefully you will like us!  
So please come along, you will be 
most welcome. 

Thursday 8 February.  Elizabeth 
Mary Dale is the speaker and she 
will be telling us about Behind the 
Scenes in Retail - Store Detective 

Thursday 9 March. Ken Knowles will 
be talking about The Town Crier of 
Lichfield with Marilyn in full regalia. 

Community Timeline 

Events and activities for your calendar 

Austrey Social Group meets on the 
second Tuesday of the month at the 
village hall from 10am - 12 noon.   

All are welcome. 

Trips 

Sunday June 17th CHESTER - £18. 
Non returnable deposit £5.  

Sunday Sept 16th 

BLACK COUNTRY MUSEUM - £11
(plus entry fees dependant on 
number in group)  Non returnable 
deposit £5 

Cheques to 050 Midlands.  

Contact Diana Davies 07771725779 
diana6539@yahoo.co.uk 

Austrey Bridge Club is a small, 
friendly club meeting on Monday 
evenings in the village hall from 7.30 
to 10pm. New members are always 
welcome. 

No partner necessary; playing 
standard is from recent learners 
upwards. Any enquiries to Sue or 
Peter Oliver on 01827 830337 
or pjroliver@btinternet.com. 

With our annual subs held at only £8 
per year, now is a great time to join 
Austrey Gardening Society.  We’ve a  
fantastic variety of speakers in 2018, 
and members can enjoy hearing 
their talks free of charge! 

You don’t even have to be a 
member to be welcome at our 
monthly meetings, just turn up and 
pay our £2 guest fee to hear the 
speaker of your choice. 
Accompanied children are also 
welcome to attend (free of charge). 

All meetings are held at Austrey 
village hall at 7.30pm  Fri 9th 
February. The Life of Hedgehogs: 
Carol Tyler gives us an insight into 
hedgehog life, and how we can help 
them.  (Carol may be bringing a 
prickly special guest!) 

Fri 9th March. Grow your Own: 
Philip Aubury tells us how to grow 
great fruit, salad & veg without a 
vegetable garden! 

Fri 13 April, Colour Taste and 
Smell: Alison Foster shows us the 
beautiful, and fascinating, world of 
plants and chemistry. 

List Your Event With Us! 
Let us know about your event(s) for 

our February / March edition. 

Spring is Just Around the Corner ... 
If you’re anything like me, then by February you’re longing for the Spring.  
You’re starting to feel cooped up inside, and the garden looks more than a little 
forlorn.  And if you have kids there’s the prospect of half-term on the horizon 
with the parenting challenge of trying to peel them away from various 
electronic devices (when, let’s be honest, the weather is often too atrocious to 
be enthusiastic about engaging in any sort of healthy outdoor activity). 

So here’s a project which you may 
like to try yourself, or with the kids.  
You could even enter your produce 
in the biennial AGS Village Show 
which takes place later on this year.  
So, get those seedlings growing; 
let’s look forward to Spring! 

Egg-cellent Tomato Plants 

To start off, you will need: 

• Scissors and a pencil 

• Seed compost  

• A spray bottle (optional) 

• Cardboard eggbox 

• Tomato seeds. Why not choose 
a variety which can be grown in  
a hanging basket or tub? 

What to do: 

1/ Cut the lid from the eggbox. 

2/ Poke a small drainage hole in the bottom of each egg cell using the pencil. 

3/ Place the eggbox lid under the base of the eggbox to create a drainage tray.  
Or use plastic-tray packaging (e.g. from mince beef) for the same purpose. 

4/ Fill the egg cells about three-quarters full with potting soil.  It is best not to 
use regular garden soil, which is too heavy and soon becomes compacted. 

5/ Plant two or three seeds on top of the potting mixture in each cell. Cover the 
seeds with a thin layer of potting soil, as per the seed packet instructions. 

6/ Water the soil lightly with a spray bottle, or 
water sparingly.  Don't over-water.  Soggy soil 
prevents germination and may kill seedlings. 

7/ Put the eggbox in a clear plastic bag and  
put it somewhere 18-20

O
C, with adequate light. 

8/ Wait patiently, usually for between 4-7 days, 
checking each day for germination.  Take off 
the plastic bag as soon as enough seedlings 
have germinated.   

9/ Carefully remove the smallest seedlings, leaving 
only one per cell.  This is called “thinning out”.   
It will allow the strongest seedling to develop well. 

10/ Once the plants have 2 to 4 sets of true leaves 
(not counting the first set) then you can move them 
into larger containers.  This is called “potting on”.   

11/  When potting-on, if you don’t have plant-pots 
you can use any decent size container (e.g. 
lemonade bottles, large yoghurt pots, or the bottom 
part of a Tetra-pack; you may have to add 
drainage holes depending on your container). A 
good quality compost, e.g. John Innes Young Plant 
compost is ideal for the healthiest plants.  But you 
can get by with general purpose compost.  

12/ Once your plant gets to a good size, pot it up in 
your basket or planter.  In early May you can put the basket out in the daytime, 
and bring it in to a sheltered place at night (e.g. an enclosed, unheated porch).  
This is called “hardening off” and helps the plant get stronger.   

13/  Once all risk of frost has passed, usually in late May with a minimum night 
temperature of 7

O
C, you can leave your tomatoes permanently outdoors in a 

sunny spot.  Don’t forget to water them, and for the very best harvest you’ll 
also need to use a liquid tomato feed.  Enjoy!                             

Tomato “Hundreds and Thousands”  makes 
a fantastic, edible, hanging-basket display. 

Thinned-out seedlings 

Nearly ready to plant ... 

— Emma Fish 


