
 

The Austrey News 

Apr-May 2018 

Chairman’s Report, by Tony Treadwell 
It's good to be able to report a better period for the village. 

The NWBC planning committee turned down the application for the travellers 
site on the outskirts of the village. It was refused on a number of points and 
all's well at the moment. But the applicant does have the right to appeal, so we 
will have to look out for any sign of this. Thanks to all who put in lots of hard 
work on our case for the application to be turned down. As well as the PC, 
Harry White from Harrisons and Howkins and Councillor David Humphreys. 

More good news is that we have two new Parish 
Councillors, Tristan Fraser and Pippa Smith.  Tristan 
was born and bred in the village and lives in Austrey 
with his wife and young daughter. He’s 35 and a farrier 
by trade, and has also helped run Austrey bonfire for a 
few years now. Pippa has lived in Austrey for 15 years, 
and can often be seen walking round the village with a 
big German Sheppard! She takes a keen interest in, 
and supports, a number of village events and enjoys 

the community spirit, amenities, and environment that Austrey has to offer.  
Both Tristan and Pippa are very keen to support the work of the Parish 
Council, and this will help lighten the load on the other councillors. 

On the down side there have been a couple of criminal incidents in the village 
during daylight hours. So I would ask all villagers to be vigilant to any unusual 
sightings of strangers acting in a suspicious manner and make a note of 
vehicles, both make, colour and registration number. 

A Royal Street Party 
We are hoping to celebrate the Royal 
Wedding by holding a Street Party on 
Sunday 20th May (the day after the 
event, and the FA Cup Final), enabling 
us to enjoy the spectacle on TV.   
We are in the early planning stages 
and will update everyone by letter when 
arrangements and road closure 
permissions have been granted.  

The intention is to have a good old-fashioned bit of fun and if you are not a 
royalist just have a party! We want to unite the whole village, have a great 
time and get to know each other in a relaxed and safe environment.  Perhaps 
with a few competitions.   

We hope to follow the same format as previous years, closing Main Road from 
Nether End to Bishops Cleeve.  Each group must provide all they need 
including table, food, drink and maybe even garden games. 

Last time there were 1500+ people enjoying the fantastic atmosphere.  Let’s 
try and beat that this time; get family and friends to put the date in their diary. 

If you have any queries or suggestions contact Ellen Beaty, 50 Main Road.  

Sheila Broadhurst’s Floral Legacy 
Sheila Broadhurst, a lady who had lived in Austrey for very many years, 
unexpectedly and sadly died some weeks ago.  At her funeral Sheila’s family 
were supported by the large number of her friends from the village and 
surrounding area, many of them representing the various groups to which 
Sheila had belonged including Warton’s “Open Door” where she is very much 
missed at the top table.  Her assistance on Thursdays was invaluable and 
everyone enjoyed her presence and the help she gave.   

Another group to which she belonged was the Austrey Gardening Society.  
Sheila was an incredibly loyal member, supporting events, attending every 
meeting if possible and always displaying her generosity in all things.  It is 
seen as an honour therefore that the AGS has been asked to help with 
carrying out the family’s wishes regarding donations made at Sheila’s funeral. 

Those present on that sad occasion will remember that donations made at the 
service were for ‘The planting of Spring bulbs in Austrey’.  An amazing 
amount of £257.53 was collected and Sheila’s family would like to thank all 
those who contributed so generously. 

 

 

 

Decisions are now being made as to where and when these bulbs will be 
planted, but one thing is certain and that is that the village of Austrey will 
become a more beautiful place thanks to Sheila’s living memorial. 

Chris Wynne 

Jane Hodgkinson 

Emma Fish 

Tristan & Pippa have 
become Councillors 

Village Hall Update  
In the last newsletter I  took a flyer and 'guaranteed' enjoyment at the Village 
Hall Dickensian Feast, had I nailed my credibility to an all too flimsy mast?  
Were the Austrey public about to be sold a pig in a poke?  At £15 for a 7 
course banquet of Pickwickian splendour and free drinks to boot I think not! 
Whilst modesty prevents me from reporting that the window dressing, cuisine 
and cast were all magnificent, suffice to say that the feedback has been 
excellent.  So, take note, there will be another feast of gargantuan proportions 
in Jan 2019. If you wish to secure a place at this hot-ticket event watch this 
column for details. 

For those of you regretting your year’s-end ticket buying reticence and 
bewailing the missed opportunity to throw yourself into the maelstrom of  the 
Village Hall social whirl - take heart!  Further opportunities await!  On Friday 
the 15 June we will be staging our Skittles Extravaganza, for a mere £6 (£3 for 
children).  You too can win prizes by unleashing your competitive alter-ego 
whilst being simultaneously sustained by hot-pork rolls, crackling and cheap
(ish) booze. It may lack the sophistication of curling or the precision of boules, 
but it is truly a celebration of our rich rural culture and frankly a lot of fun. 

On a more serious note we held our AGM on 22 Feb.  The Committee 
(average age 70+) had hoped that a poster campaign might attract attendance 
from some of our customers and an infusion of  young blood into the corporate 
body.  Unfortunately, the public seats remained empty throughout the evening. 
As a consequence, members were re-elected, plans for future events made 
and the challenges of managing an ageing building on limited funds 
addressed. If you feel you could contribute, it's not too late, you would be 
welcomed with open arms!  Contact the Chairman, Stan Orton on 830 487 
and climb aboard! 

It’s Springtime!  Let’s Focus on Potholes 
Potholes result from a combination of traffic and water.  A road surface 
develops cracks due to the stresses caused by traffic and because of the 
heating and cooling of the surface due to natural weathering. Even small 
cracks allow water to seep below the surface into the underlying materials.  

During the cold nights the water freezes and expands.  When the ice melts, 
the road contracts and leaves voids in the surface under the pavement, where 
again water can get in and be trapped.  Traffic travelling over this weak spot in 
the road causes the roadway material to break down, and when that broken-
down material is removed by further traffic, it creates a pothole.  Spring is 
often seen as ‘pothole season’. 

Potholes are dangerous for motorcyclists, cyclists and car drivers alike.  If a 
car hits a deep pothole, even at quite low speed, it can damage the tyres, 
wheels and steering alignment.  Hitting one at a higher speed can cause a lot 
more damage; drivers can even lose control and end up crashing.   

If you hit a bad pothole, the AA recommends the following action: 

1.  Check for damage.  Pull over as soon as it’s safe to do so and check for 
any damage to your wheels and tyres.  Damage may not be obvious straight 
away, so keep an eye on things. 

2. Take notes, make sketches and, if safe to do so, take photographs of the 
offending pothole.  Make a note of where the pothole was, and if necessary 
take the contact details of anyone that saw what happened. 

3. You should ALWAYS 
report the pothole 

You may also need to: 

4. Repair your vehicle 

5. Make a claim for damages.  
Write to the relevant county 
council with all the details 
you’ve collected, including 
copies of your quotes, 
invoices and receipts. 

A word of warning: although 
you might be able to claim for 
the cost of any repairs, it’s 
important to understand that 
the relevant highway authority does have a statutory defence. They can’t be 
held responsible for a pothole they didn’t know about, either because it hadn’t 
been reported to them, or because it wasn’t picked up by them during their 
regular checks. 

So … report, report, report! (And do it NOW!) 

As we’ve outlined above, potholes can damage vehicles, cause accidents or 
injuries, and (if on pavements) trips and falls.  So whether you’re out driving or 
just walking around the village if you see a pothole, or other damage, report it!  
Warwickshire CC are responsible for faults on the roads and pavements in 
Austrey.  Be mindful that we are close to the borders of other counties and 
that you may need to contact a different council outside the village. 

When reporting a pothole, the council will ask you where it is, how wide it is, 
and how deep it is, so you will need this information when you call. 

Warwickshire CC Highways :  ·········· 01926 412515 
Staffordshire CC Highways : ············ 0300 111 8000  
Leicestershire CC Highways :  ········· 0116 305 0001  
Derbyshire CC :  ··························· 01629 533 190  
Highways England (motorway or major trunk road potholes): 0300 123 5000  

Warwickshire CC Pothole Classification: 

Small (up to 5cm deep).  Not hazardous to vehicle traffic. Will be considered 
for repair/action as part of routine maintenance within 6 months of reporting. 

Medium (5 – 10cm deep). On roads where the use of the carriageway is such 
that the potholes can be considered unsafe. Appropriate action will be 
undertaken within 28 days of being reported. 

Large (10cm+ deep). The target for appropriate action is within 24 hours of 
being reported. 

 



 

The Austrey News is prepared for the 
Parish Council. Its aim is to keep 
everyone informed of anything that 
affects our community, or is otherwise 
of interest to villagers. It is produced bi
-monthly and delivered to all houses 
within the parish, and can also be 
downloaded from www.austrey.co.uk.  

Advertising charges per edition are: 

• £5 for 4.4cm high x 6.1cm wide  

• £8.50 for 8.9cm high x 6.1cm wide 

• £12 for 8.9cm high x 12.2cm wide 

Editorial Policy 

June edition — by May 7th 
August edition — by July 7th 
October edition — by September 7th 

News Copy Deadlines 

Bus shelter; bye laws; public clocks; 
drainage of ditches and ponds; general 
spending—parish councils can spend a 
limited amount of money on anything 
they deem of benefit to the community; 
a parish council may accept gifts; litter 
bin provision and support for any anti- 
litter campaign; planning—parish 
councils must be notified of and display 
for residents any planning applications 
in the area. Footpaths however are the 
responsibility of a volunteer Mr Pete 
Yates who should be contacted directly 
in the first instance on 830 009.   
Mr Yates is also the snow warden. 

Parish Responsibilities 

The village contact list is available on www.austrey.co.uk, or you can pick up a 
printed paper copy from the village defibrillator / phone box on Main Road, or 
view the list on the noticeboard outside Austrey Stores, or contact the Parish 
Clerk by phone or email and ask for a paper copy to be hand-delivered to you.  

Parish Council, Government and Austrey Village Contacts 

Contact the Parish Clerk 
The Parish Clerk, Lynsey Treadwell,  
is the main contact for both the Parish 
Council & Austrey News. Tel: 818 558  
Email: clerk@austrey.co.uk  
Post: Austrey Parish Council postbox, 
outside Village Shop, Main Rd, Austrey 

Community Timeline 

Events and activities for your calendar 

List Your Event With Us! 
Let us know about your event(s) for 

our June/July edition. 

Tamworth Friendship Centre 
Outings 

Local pick up at: 
Waverton Ave Bus stop Warton; 
St.Nicholas Drive Austrey; 
Perrycrofts &Tamworth Rail Station  

CHESTER Sunday June 17th; £18 
per person.  Coach travel to Chester 
where the time will be yours to enjoy 
on the River, in the town, on a local 
tour bus or at the Zoo 

BLACK COUNTRY MUSEUM 
Sunday September 16th; Adult £12, 
Concession £10, Carer Free, Child 
£6.95 

LIVERPOOL Sunday October 14th 
Travel only £20. Including group 
entry to exhibition Adult £34.50; 
Senior £33.00; Child £20.50 Entry to 
the Exhibition of Artefacts including 
some of the Terracotta Army will be 
approx. 11am; you will be free to 
walk around as you wish. 

Please contact Diana Davies to book 
your space or for BACS details.  T 

el 07771725779 or email 
Diana6539@yahoo.co.uk  A £5 non 
returnable deposit is required for 
each booking, balance one month 
before departure.  

Cheques to 050 Midlands. 

Austrey archers are enjoying a good 
year. Despite the weather only one 
meeting has had to be cancelled, and we 
are getting good numbers at our shoots 
in Shuttington and Alvecote Village Hall, 
where we have been joined by new 
members.  

We are not just about shooting, however, since we also like to get together for 
a bit of socialising. In January we held a highly successful skittles evening – a 
riotous event that brought out great competitiveness and skill in those 
attending. Then in February we met for a social lunch in the restaurant at 
Newton Regis Garden Centre. Good food and good company. And then off to 
loose a few arrows. 

Our next training course for new members starts in April. If you are interested 
in taking up archery as a sport and satisfying pastime, do contact us on 
austreyarcherygroup@hotmail.co.uk, leave your contact details and we will get 
back to you as soon as possible. 

We have two fantastic speakers 
coming up at AGS.  On April 13th 
Alison Foster talks about ‘colour, 
smell and taste: the beautiful world 
of plants & chemistry’. On May 11th, 
Howard Drury talks about ‘getting 
the best out of clay soils’. 

You don’t have to be a member to 
be welcome at our monthly 
meetings, just turn up and pay our 
£2 guest fee to hear the speaker of 
your choice. Accompanied children 
are also welcome to attend (free of 
charge). All meetings are held at 
Austrey village hall at 7.30pm   

We’re now taking bookings for our 
summer coach trips which are also 
open to everyone: 

June 9th, 8.30am, Attingham Park, 
Shropshire  Non – AGS members 
who are National Trust members  
£14.50pp (coach only) Non – AGS 
members who are NOT National 
Trust members £26pp 

14th July, 2pm, Elford Walled 
Garden.  Non – AGS members £5pp 

10th August, 7pm, 13 Westfield 
Road, Swadlincote (National Garden 
Scheme) Non – AGS members £6pp 

To find out more, contact either 
Denise or Joan before the end of 
April:  Denise Baum-Pick,17 Church 
View, Warton, B79 OJP, or Joan 
Ainscow, 9 Newborough Close, 
Austrey, CV9 3EX (01827 830658) 

 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Update 

Police Demand, the number of officers allocated to an area, is graded by 
calls. So if on one day the Police have a spike in reported crime in an area, 
then they get more resource for that area. If nobody reports anything then it 
looks like there is no recorded crime and therefore no extra resource is given. 

Reporting suspicious activity also helps build intelligence 
which in turn helps us fight crime in our local communities.  
You will know your area and its usual activity and if you 
think something is odd, out of place, or suspicious it 
probably is and we need to hear from you ASAP!  
Please don’t just post suspicious activity on social media.  
Report it on 101 and help us to help you. You could also  
try this alternative number 01926 415 000.   
If it is a crime in action call 999. 

If you see reports of crime in your area and have CCTV, check your footage 
to see if anything was happening near you at the time of the incident.  

Warwickshire Police and Crime 
Commissioner has made Rural Crime one 
of its priorities and provided funding to set 
up a Rural Crime Project. The project has 
started a number of initiatives to support 
the local community. A Community Box 
has been developed to support members 
of the community who may be at increased 
risk of being targeted by criminals. The 
initiative provides crime prevention 
products on loan to residents whilst their 
premises are empty for a length of time. 
The equipment available can assist in preventing you becoming a victim of 
crime. Timely return of the equipment will ensure other residents can benefit 
from the experience of the equipment. 

If you are away on business or holiday during the year, please contact Colin 
Cartwright to find out more and check the availability of the Community Box. 

Email: colincartwright@nwnhw.co.uk or call 07974 924195. 
To join Austrey Neighbourhood Watch and receive alerts by email contact 
colincartwright@nwnhw.co.uk.  You could also visit www.facebook.com/
NWNHW/ or twitter  #call101. 

Austrey Scouts Update 
Our busy Beaver Colony which has recently doubled in 
size (making it a very noisy Beaver Colony!) have 
continued with their exciting journey around the world. 
Recent stop offs along their route have been: Brazil 
where they made Monkey cupcakes and parrots; China 
where they of course celebrated the Chinese New Year 
with a food tasting session that was a huge hit, and by 
learning a few words of Mandarin; and Italy where they 
built their very own version of the Leaning Tower of Pisa. 

Our Cubs thoroughly enjoyed their Burns Night supper including bagpipe 
music and haggis which provoked some very mixed reviews. They also 
thoroughly enjoyed a food tasting session for Chinese New Year.   

As part of learning about 
New Zealand, they also 
participated in learning the 
Haka as successfully trained 
out to them by one of our 
own Young Leaders. 

Our Scouts completed their 
Photography badge last half 
term and we saw a huge 
range of photos from 
beautiful panoramas to the 
downright wacky.  

We also gave out some 
badges for the Scouts that 
they completed in their 
time including some 
swimmers’ badges and 
even an angler’s badge 
that one of the Scouts had 
worked hard towards 
achieving. The highlight of 
the term was visiting the 
MugTug at Barton Marina 
where they all chose a 
lovely item to personalise 
for their mums ready to 
give them on Mother’s Day. 
They have now moved on towards working towards their Global Issues badge 
where they have discussed strategies for dealing with a wide range of natural 
disasters as diverse as flooding and tornadoes. 

We do have some availability in some of our sections so should your son or 
daughter like to come along and join in the adventure please contact Fiona 
Rouse on 07939 114360 

Cheeky monkey! 

A re-run of Monty Python’s ‘big foot’ ? 

Colin Cartwright 

Sam Goldney 

Bob Patchett 




